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TOURING : CLUB SITES

THIS MONTH’S SITES

1.FAKENHAM RACECOURSE AS
For the most up-to-date details, see The Club
website – alternatively turn to p81 of the
2015/16 Directory.

2.THETFORD FOREST
For the most up-to-date details, see The
Club website – alternatively turn to p98 of
the 2015/16 Directory.

3.NORFOLK BROADS
For the most up-to-date details, see The
Club website – alternatively turn to p91 of
the 2015/16 Directory. Facilities include a
playground with play equipment.

4.WHITE HOUSE BEACH
For the most up-to-date details, see The
Club website – alternatively turn to p99 of
the 2015/16 Directory. Facilities include a
playground.

You can book your pitch online at caravanclub.co.uk/searchandbook or by calling our Advance Booking Service on01342 327490. Please call Affiliated Sites directly.

1

2

3

4

GR
EA
T

FO
R K
ID
S

GR
EA
T

FO
R K
ID
S

All angles
covered Whether you’re looking to

tour the historic Broads or
unwind beside the sea, there’s
an East Anglian Club site for
you, says Steve Rowe 

Colourful beach huts welcome visitors to
the delightful coastal town of Southwold



Fair River Tea Room
This is a small tea room in the centre of Fakenham, offering
a good selection of light meals and beverages. The friendly
owners will make you most welcome.

THET’S ENTERTAINMENT
Next stop on my tour was The Club’s
Thetford Forest site near Swaffham. 
I had stayed here before when doing a
motorhome test and it was great to catch
up with the friendly warden. It’s a lovely
site, surrounded by woodland and
offering 83 pitches, 37 of which are
hardstanding. Although it doesn’t have a
toilet block, it does have the usual fresh
and waste water facilities as well as 
hook-up points – and offers great value at
just £12.50 per night.
Knowing I was heading off to check out

Swaffham, the wardens recommended
the Market Cross Café Bar which is right
on the town’s main square, with covered
outdoor seating. The food here is great and
not too expensive, so I would recommend
it as well. The town centre isn’t huge, but
there’s a regular Saturday street market >>
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D
espite its proximity to
London, one of the great
appeals of East Anglia for 
me is its quiet, off-the-
beaten-track feel.

On paper, it’s not that remote, being just
a couple of hours’ drive from the capital –
or from the Midlands. However, because
it’s not really en route to ‘anywhere else’, 
it has remained relatively unspoilt.
On this tour, I’m covering quite a wide

area, starting in Fakenham in the north of
Norfolk, then driving south to Swaffham,
before heading to the east coast and the
Norfolk Broads. Finally, on my way back
towards London, I head towards
Lowestoft and The Club’s White House
Beach site in Kessingland.
My first stop was the Affiliated Club site

at Fakenham Racecourse. The site is right
next to the track itself and offers decent

Thursford Collection
Learn how steam was used to
power fairground rides. You 
can try a traditional carousel 
and a gondola. Check out a
huge collection of traction
engines too.

Joyland American Family Diner
Next to the pier in Yarmouth, this is a super recreation of an
American roadside diner, with a great selection of tasty
burgers on the menu.

Contact: 01493 844094, joyland.org.uk
Nearest featured site: Norfolk Broads

Buckenham 
Coffee House
Hidden away in the basement of
Buckenham Galleries, on Southwold’s
High Street, this small coffee house
boasts a great selection of teas and
coffees and some great cakes, as
tested by your writer!

Contact: 01502 725418,
buckenhamgalleries.co.uk
Nearest featured site: 
White House Beach

facilities, including a well-kept shower and
toilet block. There are 120 pitches which are
a mixture of grass and hardstanding. Another
advantage is that it’s a relatively short walk or
cycle into the centre of Fakenham.
I enjoyed exploring this ancient town,

which has a selection of independent
shops, cafés, pubs and a superstore. I had 
a bite to eat at the Fair River Tea Room
which, as its name suggests, is close to the
water on the edge of the town.
Just down the road from here is an

unusual attraction, in the form of the
Fakenham Museum of Gas and Local
History. Based in the town’s old works,
where gas was made from coal before the
advent of North Sea gas, it’s not open all
the time – so do check the website (see
Culture panel on p25) before visiting.
Leaving the town behind, I drove off to

check out the Thursford Collection in, er,

This was recommended 
to me by the wardens at 
the Thetford Forest site. 
It’s on the main square in
Swaffham and offers tasty
grub at great prices.

Merrivale Model Village
This is a fascinating model
village on the seafront at Great
Yarmouth. There’s a model
railway running through the
village, plus you can stop off at
the tea rooms, old penny
arcade and crazy golf course.

Contact: 01760 336671
Nearest featured site: 
Thetford Forest

Thursford. Enjoying a countryside 
setting, this museum houses numerous
steam-powered exhibits, including old
fairground rides, and a silent movie
theatre. It’s home to the largest collection
of steam traction engines in the world,
too. Also near Fakenham is Pensthorpe
Natural Park, where you can enjoy nature
trails, woodland and gardens plus a great
café – I loved the home-made cakes here!

Contact: 01493 842097,
merrivalemodelvillage.co.uk
Nearest featured site:
Norfolk Broads
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FOOD + DRINK FOR THE FAMILY

Broadland Café
Part of Broadland Nurseries, this lovely café is in Ormesby
St Michael, a short drive from Potter Heigham. Stop to
check out the plants then enjoy a cuppa and a light bite.

Contact: 01493 732694, broadlandnurseries.co.uk
Nearest featured site: Norfolk Broads

Contact: 01328 258947
Nearest featured site: Fakenham Racecourse

The Broads are the jewel in East Anglia’s crown

Market Cross Café Bar

Africa Alive!
This Kessingland attraction is a great place for kids
and adults alike. See giraffes, rhinos, cheetahs and
hyaenas, plus many more African animals and birds.

Contact: 01328 878477,
thursford.com

Nearest featured site: 
Fakenham Racecourse

Contact: 01502 740291, africa-alive.co.uk
Nearest featured site: White House Beach
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“Southwold is a
charmingly preserved
resort that could 
easily double as
Walmington-on-Sea!”



Toad Hole
Cottage 
Museum
Part of How Hill Nature
Reserve on the Norfolk 
Broads, this tiny cottage was
once home to a Victorian
marshman’s family. From here
you can also stroll along the
waterway and watch the boats.

Contact: 01328 863507,
fakenhamgasmuseum.com
Nearest featured site: Fakenham Racecourse

Fakenham Museum of Gas and
Local History
This is an unusual
museum that tells the
story of this industry,
complete with all the
original equipment used
to manufacture gas from
coal. Check website for
opening times.

Contact: 01603 756096, broads-authority.gov.uk
Nearest featured site:Norfolk Broads
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CULTURE

caravanners would come and stay after
reading this article. It’s a bit off the beaten
track, but that is part of this lovely site’s
appeal – I recommend you take a look.
It’s a short stroll from the site to a road

bridge which straddles a major waterway.
From here you can watch the boats chug
past, or visit the small shop and café.
I’ve loved the Norfolk Broads, ever since

we had a family holiday here in 1983,
collecting our boat in Potter Heigham. 
I can remember the main frustration was
trying to moor up for the night on the same
side as the pubs – get there too late and
you’re stranded on the opposite bank. Oh,
and my mother put bleach down the boat’s
toilet which, due to the existing chemicals
in the holding tank, gave off a horrible stink
for the rest of the holiday!
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and lots of charity shops – I bought a nice
leather belt for a couple of quid.
Driving away from Swaffham, I stopped

at Gooderstone Water Gardens. On the
edge of Gooderstone village, this is a great
little spot. The attractive series of ponds
and gardens was created from a wet
meadow back in the 1970s. It’s open all
year, but the on-site tea room is only
available from April to September.
Revived by a walk round the gardens, 

I headed off towards the coast and The
Club’s Norfolk Broads site. As its name
suggests, this site sits right in the centre of
the famous Broads. It boasts 111 pitches,
83 of which are hardstanding, and has the
usual heated washroom facilities.
The warden here was really enthusiastic

and expressed the hope that more
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Contact: hollywoodcinemas.net
Nearest featured site: Fakenham Racecourse

Fakenham Racecourse

>>

Fakenham Central Cinema
Housed in a charming red brick Art Deco building in the
centre of Fakenham, this small cinema is a great place to
see the latest movie release in style.

Gooderstone Water
Gardens
This charming attraction near
Swaffham is home to a series of
beautiful gardens and ponds as well
as a tea room. There’s even a bridge
reminiscent of the one in Monet’s
famous paintings.

Contact: 01603 712913,
gooderstonewatergardens.co.uk
Nearest featured site: Thetford Forest



Malcolm and Beryl Bird from Southend
were enjoying a stay at the Norfolk Broads
site. They explained, “We are spending four
days here and really love the Broads. We are
staying here with friends who have come
down from Northumberland so this seemed
a central place to
meet up. We’ll
visit Yarmouth
and Lowestoft
while we’re here
and have found a
great local pub
called The Swan
which does tasty
meals.”

Cycling
Check out the section of 
National Cycle Network Route
1 that runs from Harwich to
Fakenham. National Route 51
connects Colchester,
Felixstowe, Ipswich, 
Bury St Edmunds, 
Cambridge and Huntingdon.

Pensthorpe Natural Park
This countryside park, set in the tranquil Wensum Valley,
is an award-winning mix of nature trails, woodland and
gardens. It also boats a gift shop and a great café.
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could have used as a look-out post! There’s
also a small pier and the beach itself is lined
with colourful beach huts – I love walking
along and checking out the interiors to see
how much work people have put into
kitting them out like miniature homes.
Back in the town centre, I enjoyed a

great cup of coffee and slice of cake at the
Buckenham Coffee House. In a basement
under the gallery that shares its name, this
wasn’t as busy as some of the surrounding
cafés, but the food was excellent.
I really enjoyed my tour of East Anglia,

discovering a surprising variety of
attractions and places to explore. The Club
has a great network of sites in this part of
the world, as well as plenty of smaller
Certificated Locations, so why not put it
on your holiday list for this year?

The online community
that just keeps growing

MEMBERS’ VIEWS

Club Together

Yarmouth 
Britannia Pier
Finish your visit to Yarmouth
seafront with a walk on the pier,
which boasts a funfair, a large
theatre plus the usual amusements
and selection of places to eat.

Contact: 01493 842914, 
britannia-pier.co.uk
Nearest featured site: Norfolk Broads

To read even more member views,
see our fantastic online forum at
caravanclub.co.uk/together

Potter Heigham
The beginning of a Norfolk Broads boating holiday for many, this
is a fascinating little village to explore. I enjoyed walking along
the waterway looking at the quirky holiday homes.

Contact: tournorfolk.co.uk
Nearest featured sites: Norfolk Broads

My final stop on this trip was The Club’s
White House Beach site at Kessingland,
which enjoys a stunning beachside location.
The last time I stayed here was in an old
1960s Regency caravan that was restored
by myself and a fellow caravan journalist –
the enthusiastic Doug King, who is sadly no
longer with us. Again, this site has good
facilities, including the usual heated
washroom block. There are 115 pitches in
total, 80 of which are hardstanding.

SEASIDE CHARM
While here, I enjoyed a visit to nearby
Southwold, a charmingly preserved 
seaside resort that could easily double as
Walmington-on-Sea in Dad’s Army. It
even boasts a lighthouse right in the centre
of the town, that Captain Mainwaring

OUTDOOR FUN

Contact: sustrans.org.uk

Contact: 01328 851465, pensthorpe.com
Nearest featured site: Fakenham Racecourse

26 www.caravanclub.co.uk

Janet and Cess Robinson, with their
daughter Maria and son-in-law Terry 
were staying at the White House Beach 
site, on a pitch overlooking the beach.
Enjoying a picnic they enthused, “We’ve
been coming here for the past four years,
always at the end of October so that we 
can watch the bird migrations. There are
plenty of sea birds and this morning a huge
flock of geese flew past. Yesterday we went
to the nearby RSPB reserve at Minsmere
and had a great time. We also enjoy visiting
Southwold while staying here.”

David Knight from Chelmsford was
staying at the Fakenham Racecourse site.
He enthused, “I have been camping in
tents for years but have only just bought a
Swift motorhome which I love using. I am
staying here as some of my family live
nearby and it’s fairly easy to walk into the
centre of Fakenham from the site. I also
love visiting the Kinnerton Chocolate
Factory shop in the town.”


